r 



25X1A 


Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700210142-6 



Cf ASS IP! CATION res TRICT£D 

SEGURm INFORMATION 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


INFORMATION FROM 

FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS 


25X1 A 


REPORT N0| 
CD NC 


COUNTRY 

Finland 

DATE OF 

SUBJECT 

Political - Communist Party activities 

INFORMATION 1953 

HOW 


DATE DIST. H Mar 1953 

PUBLISHED 

Daily newspaper 

WHERE 

PUBLISHED 

Helsinki 

NO. OF PAGES 1 

DATE 

PUBLISHED 

29 Jan 1953 


LANGUAGE 

Finnish 

SUPPLEMENT TO 

REPORT NO. 


Dinii document contain* ihaq.mmio*. attictinc tm( national otAinirH 
Her tmi cxjtio *r»Tt*. ■(Thin tnc ncanins or rmi 11. ttciioxs t*iB 
|aN 0 7tA. or ThI U.s. CODf. AJ AMInDCS. ITS Tn AX1WI 111 ON O* 

0LATION or I TJ CONTENTS TO ON NCCIIAT IT AN UN auTmOA I it 0 .CAJUN I 




THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


SOURCE Helsingln Sanomat . 


INTENSIFIED PROPAGANDA , NEW TACTICS 
OF FINNISH COMMUNISTS 


Professor Esa Kaitila, deputy chairman of the Finnish People’s Party, sur- 
veyed the present economic and political situation and the future mission of the 
Finnish People's Party at the annual meeting of the party's Tttttltf local on 27 Jan- 
uary 1953 • He also discussed the activity of the Communist Party, 

The speaker considered the different aspects of international Communism and 
confirmed the noticeable decrease of Communist support in France, West Germany, 
Sweden, the Netherlands, and elsewhere, pointing out that the exposures of and 
changes in Cominform tactics are evident also if. Finland. In Finland, however, 
he stated, no actual decrease in the influence of the Communists is apparent, and 
in the 1951 national elections they regained a great portion of the loss suffered 
in previous elections. He mentioned the Eianto Cooperative election in Helsinki 
last fall, where the Communist vote actually decreased, but where the percentage 
decrease "was less than half that of the Social Democrats (the total number of 
votes caBt also decreased from earlier elections). The Finnish People's Party, 
he said, was the only party whose vote increased in the Eianto election -- over 
70 percent, in fact -- and the Finnish People's Party thus emerged as the largest 
nonsocialist party in this election. 

Several months ago, Professor ICaitila continued, the contents of Communist 
newspapers were monotonously devoted to the forging of the "peace chain," but the 
tactical errors which occurred recently within the Social Democratic Party gave 
the Communists new political ammunition. Moreover, he stated, the Communists 
greatly intensified their field work and propaganda during the winter of 1952 
and are now using more diversified methods. One of their special tactics, he 
pointed out, is to try to take advantage of the increasingly unfavorable eco- 
nomic situation, one of their most common arguments being that unemployment is 
caused purposely. Their tactics, he continued, u,:\ude an attempt to expand unem- 
ployment projects by urging people to get tbeirnames on the card files of the em- 
ployment offices; after large unemployment projects have thus been artificially 
created, large-scale Comiuunist propaganda programs are started at the projects. 
Such practices, Professor Kaitila concluded, indicate that the motivating force 
of the Communists is not the improvement of the people's sociological and 
economic conditions, but the attainment of goals quite foreign to Finnish society. 
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